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GIDDY UP: Emily Llewellyn jumps a fence riding Pardon Me II during a recent three-day event. She has been selected for the Young Rider European Championships being held in Germany later this month

Llewellyn targeting
European success
By Glenn Garrett

HEATHFIELD’S
three-day
eventing
sensation
Emily
Llewellyn has been selected for
the Young Rider European
Championships being held in
Germany later this month.
The 19-year-old is the youngest member of the six-strong
British squad but that hasn’t
stopped her from targeting
both a team and individual
medal.
“I’m still in my first year as a
young
rider
but
fingers
crossed, I can get a medal,” she

said. “The Germans are always
really strong and to be honest
as the home nation they will be
hard to beat.
“Every other country has a
maximum of six people competing but as the home country
Germany will have 12 people
fighting for the podium. It will
be seriously tough but for the
last month I have been training
so hard for it. I’ve been working
with Andrew Gould on my
dressage and John Renwick on
my show jumping. I’ve been
cramming in as much as I can
and hopefully I’m ready.”

Llewellyn came through a
rigorous selection process in
some style and is the only rider
to have a reserve horse to call
on if Pardon Me II is unlucky
enough to suffer an injury in
the next three weeks.
Last week Llewellyn took
Pardon Me II and Society Spice
to a training camp with the 12
other shortlisted British riders
and they finished first and
second after the dressage and
show jumping disciplines.
Then it was on to Gatcombe
and the Open Intermediate
Horse Trials where Llewellyn
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led from start to finish on Pardon Me II.
Society Spice was also placed
and that was sufficient to be
selected as a back up.
“It’s a really lucky position to
be in,” she said.
“At Gatcombe, Society Spice
was well placed after the
dressage but the selectors told
us not to wreck our horses on
the cross-country course.
“Society Spice was the first
one out so I took it easy and just
got a feel of the course because
Pardon Me was the one I
wanted to be selected on.”

And she added: “All the selectors said the young rider
standard was fantastic - better
than it has been in ages. Even
Princess Anne was saying how
good we all looked!”
Llewellyn has been the first
to admit that she hasn’t been as
dominant this year as she has
been in the past.
In
2007
the
Heathfield
eventer became the first British rider in history to win both
the national under 18 and under 21 titles.
She also took bronze in the
European junior champion-

ships and to round it all off was
crowned Kent and Sussex Courier Sports Personality of the
Year.
But moving up an age group
also means moving up in class
and while Llewellyn didn’t win
as much in the spring as she
usually does, she now feels she
is peaking at just the right
time.
Pardon Me II will be kept in
cotton wool for the next few
weeks but when released Germany and the rest of Europe
had better watch out for the
Heathfield rider.

Sami signs up for Sharks
SUSSEX have given themselves a real chance of picking up a much needed win in
their County Championship
match against Yorkshire as
the season comes to an exciting climax.
With new overseas signing
Pakistani
paceman
Mohammad Sami making his debut at Scarborough, Sussex
made 265 in their first innings with Chris Nash (78)
and Andrew Hodd (81) putting on 101.

Sadly no other Sussex batsman really made an impression on the scorecard and
Yorkshire’s Adil Rashid was
the pick of the bowlers finishing with 4-56.
But while 265 isn’t a large
first innings total, the away
side has begun well with
Jason Lewry claiming the
wickets of Andrew Gale (3)
and former England captain
Michael Vaughan (19) to
leave Yorkshire 35-2 at the
time of going to press.
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