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By Andrew Gould
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“It is much easier to
train horses with a good
temperament”

work with you and for you, It is much easier to train
* horses with a good temperament and therefore your
job will be easier in the long run. Next on my list of
priorities is conformation, type and movement, | will ask
myself if the horse is built up-hill? Is he long in the back
or short in the neck? which could prove to be difficult
fo train, and can make learning certain movements
very hard work. Does the horse have three good paces?
There is no point having a horse with an amazing trot if
the horse has a lateral walk. Also be realistic about your
financial status. Is your money going to be safe if you
decide after 6 months that this might not be the right
horse for you? Can you re-sell the horse at the same
price or more if you have improved him?
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f Buying a Dressage Horse

A few questions my clients always ask me:
Is buying a dressage schoolmaster a good idea, since they

drop in value after a few years?

Generally, if you hear yourself saying that one of your major goals is to improve your riding in
the next few years, you should consider a schoolmaster - a trained, experienced horse, There is
so much that can be gained from riding a schoolmaster and they can provide the rider with an
education that they will always value and use when training other horses in the future. You can
buy a schoolmaster and then sell him after two years and use the money towards a younger,
more in-experienced horse.

What is the best way to find out about horses for sale?

There are many ways to find horses for sale. A lot of trainers and riders know of horses that
are potentially coming on the market for genuine reasons and it is always advisable to put the
word out if you are looking for a specific type of horse. Word of mouth can often be a great way
to find your perfect horse. There are also equestrian publications that have pages full of quality
horses. Sales sites like www.horsequest.co.uk also have a great selection. If calling classified
ads is not really for you and you don't fancy driving the length and breadth of the country to
see one horse that doesn't turn out to be as described then going to a yard/trainer/dealer that
specialise in producing and selling horses is a good way to see a large selection all under one
roof. There are more of these sorts of yards abroad in places like Holland and Germany and
they are, after all the masters and medal winners of dressage.

Could | find a horse abroad?

Going abroad to look for horses is not as scary or expensive as many think. In many ways it is
more economical, safer and a ot less stressful. By going abroad to Holland or Germany | feel
you see the very best of the European crop whether you are looking for a foal, young horse or
a schoolmaster, You can often see 6 - B horses at one venue that all fit your specific criteria.
Because you are seeing a large number of horses in one day or weekend you are not spending
money travelling up and down the motorway, you are viewing horses that are generally at a
lower price due to exchange rates and the growth and subsidence of the European breeding
market. The cost of flights and accommeodation can be less than £100. Many professional
companies like ours that take clients abroad in search of horses and ponies will arrange for

a trusted translator to meet you from the airport and transport you to the yards and they will
look after you during your visit. They will set up viewings of horses that meet your criteria and

-they will translate your questions to breeders. The best companies will also arrange unbiased

vettings with x-rays and passport checks etc. They will arrange transportation for the horse
back to Britain and they will be concerned about finding the right horse for you not the most
expensive. If you are going to look abroad for a horse then go with a reputable company that
provide testimonials from other UK clients that have used their services.

My general advice to someone searching for a dressage horse is to ask a professional for advice
and guidance, don't be put off by looking further a field and remember that the best horses are
worth waiting for; you just need to keep looking!
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(Oldenburg Sandro
Hit x Rubenstein)

Andrew Gould sold
this horse to Ruth
Edge International
Event & Dressage
Rider

He has won

3 National
Championships
at only 6 years
old and won

the Brightwell
Challenge in 2007
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